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WORMINGFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 12TH JANUARY 2023  

IN THE WORMINGFORD VILLAGE HALL 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
In the Chair:   Cllr. Bentley 
Present:    Cllrs. Baker, Byrne, Fenn, Patmore  
Clerk:     Mrs Cook 
Also Present    Ten members of the public 

 

23/001 WELCOME, APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting at 7.00pm.  Cllr Boyce had sent his apologies due to family 
commitments.  Cllr Fenn would be late to arrive.   

23/002 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

No declarations of interest were raised. 

23/003 
23001 

 

CO-OPTION 
RESOLVED as no applications have been received and there is less than six months to the Elections the Parish Council 
would not co-opt at this time.   

23/004 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION WITH RESPECT TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND OTHER MATTERS THAT ARE OF 

MUTUAL INTEREST 
 
A member of the public raised issues about planning application being retrospective and decisions by the Planning 
Authority taking so long for a decision. 
 
A member of the public raised issues about overgrown hedges impeding onto the highway.  It was also raised that 
footpath 34 was difficult to access due to the overgrown foliage, mud and subsidence.  These would be reported to 
Essex County Council by the Clerk. 
 
A member of the public raised concern regarding the over amount of football being played and the benefit to the 
village as a whole, could there be a limit?  This would be covered under item 23/012 as this was a matter for the Rec 
Trust. 
 
A member of the public confirmed that he had a planning application currently in with Colchester City Council and 
having moved from West Bergholt would be interested in becoming move involved in Wormingford. 
 

23/005 WARD & COUNTY COUNCILLORS TO ADDRESS THE MEMBERS IF PRESENT 
 
Cllr Barber spoke briefly on the following items: 
 

 All Planning Authorities were suffering staff shortages due to staff leaving into the Private Sector, hence delays 
in planning applications and enforcement. 

 He agreed to contact AONB regarding any funding for footpath maintenance. 
 The Speed Indicator Device shared with Fordham & Aldham had been funded and despite setbacks would be 

installed this month. 
 Drainage Works on Church Road would now take place in March, the delays had been to other priority works 

on the network. 
 Essex County Council budget would be agreed in February, 67% of the budget is allocated to Social Care. 
 Essex Highways was outsourced to Ringway Jacobs.  Suffolk also outsourced its Highways maintenance. 

 
Cllr Baker asked if the Fordham Road could be looked at as 5 accidents had occurred in the last 12 months.  Cllr Barber 
also agreed to look at when the potholes are scheduled to be fixed on the Fordham Road near the industrial units. 
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23/006 
 

23002 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 10th November 2023 held in the Village Hall were a true 
record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman. 

23/007 
 

 
 

23003 
 
 
 

23004 
 
 
 

23005 
 
 
 

23006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23007 
 
 

23008 
 
 
 

PLANNING APPLICATION  

1) PLANNING APPLICATION: 222985.  VICTORIA HOUSE, MAIN ROAD, WORMINGFORD, CO6 3AX.  PROPOSED SINGLE STOREY REAR 

EXTENSION.   

RESOLVED that no comment were raised on application 222985, Victoria House. 

2) PLANNING APPLICATION: 223019.  4 CHILTON COTTAGES, MAIN ROAD, WORMINGFORD, CO6 3AY.  REAR SINGLE STOREY BOOT 

ROOM LOBBY.  REPLACE CONSERVATORY ROOF WITH NEW FLAT ROOF AND ALTERED WALL CLADDING. 

RESOLVED that no comment were raised on application 223019, 4 Chilton Cottages. 

3) PLANNING APPLICATION: 223018.  3 CHILTON COTTAGES, MAIN ROAD, WORMINGFORD, CO6 3AY.  REPLACE CONSERVATORY 

ROOF WITH NEW FLAT ROOF AND ALTERED WALL CLADDING. 

RESOLVED that no comment were raised on application 223018, 3 Chilton Cottages. 

4) PLANNING APPLICATION: 222938.  3 FORDHAM ROAD, WORMINGFORD, CO6 3AG.  PROPOSED TWO STOREY SIDE AND SINGLE 

STOREY REAR EXTENSIONS. 

RESOLVED that no comment were raised on application 222938, 3 Fordham Road. 

 

7.27pm Cllr Fenn arrived. 

 

The following application and comments were sent to Colchester City Council using the delegated powers to the 
Clerk due to the deadline to comment. 

1) PLANNING APPLICATION: 222609. 3 FORDHAM ROAD, WORMINGFORD, CO6 3AG.  METAL SHED /HOUSING UNIT FOR OIL TANK.   

RESOLVED that no objection, other than raising the question of why this was not a retrospective application. 

2) PLANNING APPLICATION: 222848.  LAND ADJ COCKRELLS COTTAGES, HORKESLEY ROAD, WORMINGFORD, CO6 3AP.   

RESOLVED that no comment were raised on application 222848, Land adj Cockrells Cottage. 

Cllr Bentley confirmed that application 222848 had now been refused by Colchester City Council. 

23/008 
 

 
 
 

UPDATE ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  

1) PLANNING APPLICATION: 222491. RESERVOIR, FAIRFIELDS FARM, FORDHAM ROAD, WORMINGFORD, CO63AQ. NO DECISION. 

2) PLANNING APPLICATION: 222500.  GARNONS FARM, GARNONS CHANGE, WORMINGFORD, CO6 3AS.  APPROVED CONDITIONAL. 

3) PLANNING APPLICATION: 222467.  THE CONIFERS, WORMINGFORD ROAD, FORDHAM, CO6 3NS.  APPROVED CONDITIONAL. 

4) PLANNING APPLICATION: 221319/221320: THE DELL, CHURCH ROAD, WORMINGFORD, CO6 3AZ.  NO DECISION. 

5) PLANNING APPLICATION: ESS/30/22/COL: FAIRFIELDS FARM, FORDHAM ROAD, WORMINGFORD, CO6 3AQ.  NO DECISION, 
NEW REPORT AVAILABLE ON-LINE. 

6) PLANNING APPLICATION: 221131.  MAGDALEN COTTAGE, MAIN ROAD, WORMINGFORD COLCHESTER, CO6 3AT.  APPROVED 

CONDITIONAL. 

7) PLANNING APPEAL: APP/A1530/W/22/3291210.  OAK FOLLY COTTAGE, COLLETTS CHASE, WORMINGFORD, COLCHESTER, 
CO6 3AU.  NO DECISION. 

8) PLANNING APPLICATION: CC/COL/106/21.  BOXTED BRIDGE, BOXTED, CO4 5TB. NO DECISION. 

23/009 
 
 
 
 

TRANSPORT INFORMATION WEBSITE MEETING 

Cllr Byrne attended the meeting held on the 24th November where the following was discussed: 
 Essex County Council wanting a survey of interested parties to discuss a unified website/app. 
 Only discussing buses. 
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  It was questioned why not by the licence from other providers like Hedingham or First rather than produce a 
new system. 

23/010 
 
 

CALC MEETING 

This would be brought back to the February meeting when Cllr Boyce could give his report. 

23/011 
 
 

COLCHESTER SKIP HIRE LIAISON MEETING 

Cllrs Bentley & Fenn attended the meeting held on the 14th December where the following was discussed: 
 

 Fordham Parish Council raised issues regarding vehicles. 
 Factory space is about to double which may lead to more vehicle movements. Cllrs believe that CSH are 

working within their HGV movements limits. 
 Questions were raised regarding the out of hours lighting.  It was claimed that this was security lighting. 

 
Cllr Fenn confirmed that any complaints by residents should be directly to the Environment Agency. 

23/012 
 
 

REC TRUST 

A member of the Rec Trust spoke briefly regarding the following: 
 

 Quiz night and Christmas Fayre had been a success. 
 Quiz night to be held every two months. 
 Coffee morning would be trialled on a Sunday. 
 A grant had been received from Essex County Council to hold open the Village Hall as a Warm Space on every 

Monday in January, February & March.  This would also help with social isolation.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

Regarding Football on the Rec Trust Land the following was raised: 
 

 The Pavilion carpark has been reconfigured, meaning less on street car parking. 
 Temporary Signs are in place when needed. 

 The Pub is being used as an over-flow carpark. 
 Any bad driving should be reported directly to Essex Police. 
 Visiting teams can be an issue. 
 The Rec Trust are working on better liaison with the Football club in order to discuss issues. 
 The Rec Trust has a contract with the Football club which has several years to run before being renewed. 
 The Rec Trust will discuss issues raised at the Parish Council meeting at the next Trustee meeting. 

23/013 
 
 
 

SID PROJECT 

The Clerk confirmed that the training would take place on the 17th January all Cllrs were welcome to attend.  The device 
would be in Wormingford from the 17th January until the other two villages were ready.  The cycle would be monthly 
and Wormingford would have the device for a third of the year.   

Cllr Byrne would be attending a meeting with both Aldham & Fordham to discuss the project and any arising issues on 
the 13th Janaury.  

23/014 
 

 

DEFIBRILLATOR 

The Clerk confirmed that there had been some difficulty getting Essex Medics Ltd to respond regarding commissioning 
the unit, they had now been in contact and she hoped an installation date would happened shortly. 

23/015 
 

 
 
 

AFFORDABLE RURAL HOUSING 

The Clerk confirmed that the article asking for feedback from residents regarding Affordable Rural Housing was put in 
the December Worm magazine along with on the Parish Council website and Facebook page.  No comments had been 
received; this would be brought back to the February meeting. 

23/016 
 

 
 
 

LOCAL HIGHWAY PANEL  

The Clerk gave an update on the request for a width restriction on the Wormingford Bridge.  The vehicle volume data 
had been received and was not carried out in the harvest period as requested. 

Cllrs were disappointed and questioned that this was about the size of vehicles rather than the volume.  Cllr Barber 
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 confirmed that another survey could be carried out during the harvest period of 2023. 

23/017 
 

23009 

 

QUIET LANE SCHEME 

RESOLVED not to proceed with the quiet lane scheme from Small Bridge entry to the junction of Church Road and 
Main Road. 

23/018 
 

 

FOOTPATH REPRESENTATIVE 

The Clerk confirmed that two members of the public had stepped forward to become Footpath Representatives.  Nigel 
Thompson had completed the Risk Assessment Form and Margaret Wallace would be sent the paperwork in the next 
couple of days.  The Clerk confirmed that their role was to report any issues to the Parish Council, so that they could be 
reported to Essex County Council. Many thanks was given for them stepping forward to report issues on the Public 
Rights of Way. 

23/019 
 

 

COMMUNICATION 

Cllrs Bentley, Byrne & Baker met on the 28th November and produced an action plan of notes.  It was agreed to have a 
follow up meeting with the Clerk to work through the document before bringing it back to the February meeting. 

23/020 
 

23010 

 

WORM MAGAZINE 

RESOLVED to increase the budget for the Worm magazine to £600 for the Financial Year 2023/24, enabling it to 
increase to 8 pages every two months. 

23/021 
 

COUNCILLOR TRAINING 

Cllrs discussed the cost of training and would like this to be available especially to new Cllrs.  No bookings would be 
made until after the May Elections. 

23/022 
 

 

ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING 

Cllrs discussed the difference between this meeting of the Parish and the Annual Parish Meeting where the meeting is 
for the Parish Council.   

It was agreed to have a short Parish Council meeting followed by refreshments and then the Annual Parish Assembly 
Meeting.  The Clerk would look into getting a speaker, it was suggested to try the Rural Police.  The item would be 
brought back to the February meeting. 

23/023 
 
 

23011 

 
 
 
 

23012 

S106 REVIEW 

Cllrs discussed the email received from Colchester City Council regarding the S106 and review. 

RESOLVED to put forward the following projects if funding became available: 

Installation of a Speed Indicator Sign, Footpath improvements in particular a path from the Pub to Eastern Greene, 
Village Hall improvements and improvement to the Public Rights of Way. 

The Clerk confirmed that there was £1,895.59 S106 that could be applied for. 

RESOLVED to support the Recreation Trust in obtaining the S106 money of £1,895.59 for plumbing in the Village Hall. 

23/024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL MATTERS  

 
1) FINANCIAL STATEMENT   

 
The eight invoices including the Standing Orders for the Clerks Salary & Pension were checked by Councillors.  
 

Payee Description Chq Number Net VAT Gross 

      

Unity Trust Bank Fee  £18.00 £0.00 £18.00 

Employee December 
Expenses 

BACS £61.01 £6.11 £67.12 

Wormingford 
Recreation Trust 

Post Office 
Subsidy 

BACS £120.00 £0.00 £120.00 

Apogee Property 
& Utility 

SID Utility 
Search 

BACS £291.20 £58.24 £349.44 
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23013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23014 
 
 
 

23015 
 
 
 

23016 

Consultants Ltd 

Design Sweet Worm Printing BACS £50.00 £0.00 £50.00 

Wormingford 
Recreation Trust 

Hall Hire BACS £70.00 £0.00 £70.00 

Employee January Salary  SO £339.12 £0.00 £339.12 

Essex Pension 
Fund 

January Pension  SO £109.98 £0.00 £109.98 

 
RESOLVED that after further consideration eight payments detailed on the schedule be authorised for payment. 
 

2) MONTHLY BUDGET INFORMATION 
 
The Clerk had circulated the budget information prior to the meeting.  No questions were raised.   
 

3) BUDGET 2023/24 
 
RESOLVED the budget for 2023/24 be set at £11,920.00. 
 

4) PRECEPT 2023/24 
 
RESOLVED the precept for 2023/24 be set at £10,311.00, using £850 out of reserves. 
 

5) GRANTS 2023/24 
 
RESOLVED the grants for 2023/24 be as follows: 
 
Recreation Trust - £1,500.00 
Wormingford in Bloom - £300.00 
Post Office Subsidy - £240.00 
British Legion - £20.00 

23/025 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

All correspondence had been circulated to Councillors.   
 

23/026 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN & CLERK’S REPORT 

The Clerk confirmed that the following issues had been raised with Essex Highway, but all were not as serious as other 
issues on the network so no action would take place: 
2805987 – Packards Lane, 30 mph sign round the wrong way. 
2805988 – Packards Lane, grips being filled in now causing flooding.  Cllr Fenn confirmed that the Police had attended 
an accident at this location and he asked them to clear the grips. 
2803840 – Main Road, surface drain cover collapsed. 
 
Cllr Barber confirmed he would be happy to look into these issues. 
 

23/027 
 
 
 
 

ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

SID Project 
Defibrillator 
Communication 
Speed Watch 
CALC Meeting 
Annual Parish Assembly meeting 
Affordable Rural Housing 
 

Cllr Bentley thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.41pm. 
 
The date of the next meeting would be Thursday 9th February 2023 in the Village Hall at 7pm. 
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Signed:......................................................................................................................................... 
 
Chairperson of the Parish Council     Date: 9th February 2023 

 
MRS HELEN COOK 
CLERK TO WORMINGFORD PARISH COUNCIL, E-MAIL: wormingford@outlook.com 

mailto:wormingford@outlook.com

