
 

 No: 623  December 2021 

Thanks to Nick Miller 
for the Masthead 

100 Club WINNER  
The Recreation Trust are pleased to announce that 

the November winner of their monthly 100 Club 
Draw is: Paul & Sarah @ The Crown 

  Number 2  
All profits go to improving our facilities in 

and around the Village Hall and  
surrounding play area.  

Many thanks for your continued support.  

If you don’t yet have a number, please visit Gill 
at Ingate House on Church Road,  where we 

have a  number of numbers (!) available. 

DISCLAIMER:  The statements, opinions and data contained in this publication are solely those of the individual authors  

and contributors and not the Parish Council, the Editor nor the Publisher of the Worm.  

Items for inclusion in the Worm must be with the editor by the 25th of the month by email to: theworm2014@yahoo.co.uk 

Thanks to Nick Miller 

for the Masthead 

A number of local residents attended the 

planting of a crab apple tree in the village 

hall car park, dedicated to the memory of 

John Jackson - to commemorate his life  

and works throughout Wormingford  

and beyond. 

 Look out for news of the much  

anticipated film show on  

‘Wormingford Life’  

and ‘Pitchbury  Pageant’  
from the 1970’s 

Family Quiz  
 Friday 26th November 

7.30pm in the Village Hall 

Teams of 4-6 £3 per person 

(if you haven’t got a team we’ll make one up for you) 

Licensed Bar & Nibbles 

For and on behalf of Wormingford Recreation Trust 

See inside for full details 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=happy+new+year+clipart&view=detailv2&&id=39A01C4A0E23884783AC8C5293D4279B7F692BF6&selectedIndex=5&ccid=Z%2bX56yDo&simid=608028015449407505&thid=OIP.M67e5f9eb20e89d593d88b43a3bc2f302H0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=happy+new+year+clipart&view=detailv2&&id=7FF1B9A7C455FDF1170C4CB909737A70E3F5A357&selectedIndex=6&ccid=vGIwvFwV&simid=607989060091317724&thid=OIP.Mbc6230bc5c157af81615d2d26a7d0de3H0


 A new women’s group has started in Wormingford.  

We are the Wonderful Women of Wormingford and as well as being about doing lively, fun and stimulating activi-

ties together, the group enjoys the opportunity to chat, to get to know other women in the village and to support and 

be kind to each other.  

The Wonderful Women of Wormingford will meet on the second Wednesday of the month at the Crown. Meetings at 

other venues and times will also be arranged, depending on what we’re up to. 

In the New Year, we’ll be arranging the following activities; 

A visit to the Blue Owl Pottery;  

Various arts and crafts, along with ART; 

Arranging theatre trips;  

A Spa day at Aqua Springs; 

Foraging for food /exploring poisonous plants and fungi;  

Wild swimming/ swimming in the sea; 

Canoeing; 

Cycling; 

Metal detecting; 

In future, some of us would like to tell each other about ‘our houses through time’. We are also having speakers 

about Chinese Medicine, acupuncture, metal detecting and aspects of the history of Wormingford. We may  

occasionally link up with other local groups for joint enterprises. 

All women of Wormingford will be warmly welcomed at the meetings and no, you don’t have to do talks to the group if 

you don’t want to! You also don’t have to participate in any activities that don’t interest you – but we would like you to 

tell us what you do like!  Just bring yourself first and foremost. 

Hope to see you soon. 

The Wonderful Women. xx    

On Saturday 18th December - 4.30pm  

 @ Wormingford Village Hall 

Tickets are available to 
purchase for the village 
panto. 

£5 per ticket with ALL pro-
ceeds going to  
Cancer Research UK 

To book please email: 
info@collettsfarm.co.uk 

Book early to make sure 
that you’re not  
disappointed! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 4th December  

@ Wormingford Village Hall - 2 to 5pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

…. lots and lots of stalls with  

* Xmas Craft Gifts * Seasonal Foodstuffs 

* Xmas Books * Xmas Clothes * Glassware 

* Woodwork/Metalwork * Jams & Chutneys 

* Crafts * Sweets * Crocheted Items 

* Colouring Posters * Cardigans & much more! 

Tea, Coffee, Hot Chocolate, Squash & Mulled Wine 
… and you know who! 



ST ANDREW’S CHURCH  
services in December 

OTHER SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE – December 
      Mount Bures - St John the Baptist 

     Little Horkesley - St Peter & St Paul 

 

 

St Andrew’s Church News 

Just the one big news item in November was the Licensing Service at St Andrew’s for Revd Heather Wilcox 
as the Priest in Charge for our Benefice together with West Bergholt, Great Horkesley, Langham and  
Boxted. It was a lovely occasion with a packed Church and we all wish Heather well. 

Heather will be in Wormingford for services on 12th and 24th December and looks forward to meeting as 
many people as possible.  

Churchwardens:  Mike Crisp – 07747 623172 and Richard Batterham - 01787 228172 

5th     11.00 Community Service  

          with Emma 

12th  11.00 Holy Communion  

          with Heather Wilcox 

19th   6.30 Carol Service with Emma  

24th   7.30 Benefice Midnight in  

          Bethlehem  with Heather Wilcox 

Jan 2nd  11.00 Community Service  

          with Emma 

5th           9.15 Community Service with Emma 

19th         3.00 Carol Service with Emma  

24th         3.00 Benefice Crib Service with Emma 

Jan 2nd   9.15 Community Service with Emma 

5th       11.00 Morning Service BCP with Hugh and Julia 

12th     6.30 Evening Service BCP with Phyll Wood 

19th     6.30 Carol Service with Heather Wilcox 

25th     10.30 Benefice Christmas Day service with Emma 

Jan 2nd 11.00 Morning Service BCP 

THE LOVE AND ROBINSON TRUST 

I wonder if you are aware of the existence of the Love and Robinson Trust? It is a Charitable Trust set up in 1832 to 
provide coal, blankets and winter clothing for Wormingford people in need of such help. 

Over the years it has developed a slightly different format because bereavement, unemployment or sickness may 
have resulted in people welcoming a little financial assistance. The Trust is administered by Trustees from the com-
munity which has always included the Vicar (when we have one) and usually a Churchwarden, and operates under 
the rules set by the Charities Commission. Any gift is completely confidential. 

The funds are sadly almost depleted now but if you should be aware of anyone in Wormingford village who may be 
in real need please let one of your Churchwardens know and we will see if help can be given.  



It’s that time of year, when we are bombarded with Christmas advertising, but one advert in particular has caught my atten-

tion, probably because it has generated the most complaints in 2021 so far, the Tesco’s advert. 

It begins with a lady standing outside a Tesco’s store being asked, ‘Do you need a little help’ and she responds, ‘Don’t worry my 

love, this year, nothings stopping me.’ Queens ‘Don’t stop me now’ providing the soundtrack to the advert. 

The gist of course is that nothing is going to stop us from celebrating Christmas. If the lights go out, we will light a row of Christ-

mas puddings instead and party on; if Santa’s grotto closes as we reach it, we will bribe the elves with mince pies and when 

Santa faces quarantine, of course he is already double vaccinated, nothing is going to get in the way of us celebrating Christmas 

just as we want to in 2021, unlike 2020 when plans had to be changed at the last 

minute. 

2000 years ago, nothing was going to stop Gods plan either. Mary was reluctant at 

first, to be the mother of the Son of God … when the angel spoke to her, she said, 

‘How will this be, since I am a virgin.’ As the angel continued to speak Mary respond-

ed, ‘I am the Lord’s servant, let it be to me as you have commanded.’ 

Nothing was going to stop God’s plan. 

After Mary it was Joseph who needed a little convincing to stand alongside Mary and 

not break off their engagement. An angel had to appear to him in a dream and reas-

sure him that everything Mary had said was true, the child she would bear was really 

going to be the Son of God, conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

And one thing is certain when a baby decides it is time to make an appearance, noth-

ing is going to stop it, even if there was no room in Bethlehem! And so, on that first Christmas night, Jesus is born in a stable, 

laid in a manger and worshipped by shepherds. 

Gods unstoppable plan, God with us. Immanuel 

Our plans may or may not change, but we worship an unstoppable God of love, who is always with us, as we celebrate Christ-

mas this year, let us put Jesus at the heart of all that we do. 

Happy Christmas and May God bless you 

Reverend Heather 

“A Christmas Message” 

Wormingford Parish Council (WPC) Report 
 

Notes of the WPC meeting held at the Village Hall on Thursday 11th November 2021. 

One new planning application was discussed and updates given on four ongoing applications. Details of these applications are 
available to view at CBC's online planning portal  https://www.colchester.gov.uk/planning-search-results/ It was noted that 
Essex County Council had refused planning permission for Colchester Skip Hire to introduce earlier start times for vehicle move-
ments. 
Cllr Lewis Barber reported that he had been successful in having the potholes on Old Packards Lane added to Essex County 
Council Highways work list. No details are available as yet as to when these repairs will be carried out. 
Quotes had been obtained and were agreed for the washing down and cleaning of the village's three bus shelters.  
It is hoped that the defibrillator, to be positioned outside the Sports Pavilion will be installed soon, now that the extension and 
electrical wiring improvements have been completed. It is anticipated that some form of training in the use of the equipment/
CPR will be arranged for interested residents in the New Year, once the installation is complete. 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled to take place at the Village Hall on Thursday 13th January 2022 commencing 
at 7.00 pm. 
A big thank you to Robert Strathern and Fairfields Farm for tidying the war memorial and  providing a wreath for Remembrance 
Day. 
 
As this is our last report of 2021, Wormingford Parish Council would like to wish everyone in the village a Very Happy Christmas 
and New Year. 
Please email any comments or views to the Parish Clerk at wormingford@outlook.com. Further information and the latest 
draft minutes and past copies of the Worm can be found at https://wormingford.org/worm-magazine/ 

https://www.colchester.gov.uk/planning-search-results/
mailto:wormingford@outlook.com
https://wormingford.org/worm-magazine/


Wormingford In Bloom is alive and kicking!  

News so Far……  We’ve been doing a bit of tidying up at Chapel Corner over the summer. We’ve managed to clear the 
rose bed of weeds and put some good compost down around the bushes. Hopefully there will be a good show there next year. 
The other beds still need some work, but we have tried our best to keep the worst of the weeds down.  

WIB collaborated with ART to put on a good show of plants at the summer fete in August. Unfortunately, not too many of them 
sold as it was probably the wrong time of year for people to put mostly annual plants in. Nothing was wasted, as everything 
found a home and flourished in a local garden. 

We did a bit of tidying around the village hall beds and also put compost down to improve the soil there. A few annuals were 
put in after the Summer Fete. The whole area was going to be reworked and pruned this autumn, but as WIB has been reliably 
informed that many of the shrubs need to come out altogether, we’re hanging fire on anymore work until we see what’s left.  

One of our long- time volunteers, who had been mowing the grass by the bus stop and beyond, decided to hang up his lawn 
mower after many years of contributing to the tidiness and pleasant appearance of the village. WIB wanted to mark his contri-
bution with gratitude and thanks and presented him with some gardening vouchers.  

Daffodil project 

WIB is collaborating with ART once again to plant hundreds of daffodils and 
narcissus around the village.                                                                                 
This is to refresh the ones that were planted in the past but which may have 
been damaged or died due to unsympathetic mowing. We are going to start at 
Chapel Corner and work our way down the sides of the main road, avoiding 
private land, of course!                                                                       

Would you like WIB/ ART to plant some daffodils for free on the grass 

verge at the edge of the road outside your house?                                                                          

If so, please contact gill@a-machine-on-the.net  to let me know where 

you are and what you would like planted.                     

Volunteers needed 

WIB wants to keep Wormingford beautiful and to maintain the beds and flowers that we all enjoy. However, there 
are few of us who volunteer to do the work and so we need more people who can turn up to do a bit of gardening, 
just to keep things looking as they currently are.  So when a call goes out from WIB for help with a specific job, 
please consider giving an hour or two of your time. No regular commitment required. Everyone welcome. 

Wormingford Bookworms 

This months meeting will, for December only, take 

place on the first Wednesday of the month, which 

happens to be the 1st ! 

The meeting will start at 

7.15pm and is held at The  

Crown. We will be discussing 

our latest read, ‘Melmoth’ by 

Essex born, Sarah Perry. 

All the books we read are supplied, 

free of charge, by the Essex Library 

Service. If you would like to join us 

please contact Margaret on  

07913 603830 or just turn up on 

the night. 

Bad Grammar? 

I’m giving up drinking until Christmas! 
Sorry, bad punctuation. 
I’m giving up, drinking until Christmas! 

Mailing Christmas Cards 

I wondered if I could get my husband to help me ad-
dress Christmas cards, as I had so much to do. I ar-
ranged everything we needed, then hopefully pulled 
up a chair and said, "Come on, Dear, let's get these 
out of the way." 
He glanced at the array on the table, turned away 
and went into the den, only to return moments later 
with a high stack of cards, stamped, sealed, and  
addressed. 
"They're last year's," he said. "I forgot to mail them. 
Now let's go out to dinner and relax." 

mailto:gill@a-machine-on-the.net


Twelve tips for Christmas and after 
With Christmas rapidly approaching here are a few seasonal tips to help keep you safe at home,  

shopping, visiting, and after Christmas too: 

1 If you need to store Christmas food and drink, presents and other goodies within garages and outbuildings, ensure what 

you are storing is out of sight and that the building is securely locked with good quality well fitted locks. Treat your shed 

to a shed alarm. 

2 Avoid tempting window shopping burglars; don’t leave presents and valuables on full view in front of a window. Having 

parcels delivered, may be out, make sure that you make suitable secure delivery arrangements to reduce the risk of 

theft. 

3 Whenever leaving the house always ensure that your windows and doors are closed and locked (remember your face 

covering). Don’t attract burglars to your home by leaving it in darkness; leave lights on timers, perhaps treat yourself to 

a TV simulator too. 

4 Lock gates to keep unwanted visitors from getting to the rear of your home. 

5 When you go to leave the house and find that your car is all iced up, don’t leave it unattended with the engine running 

to de-ice it. It only takes a second to steal your car and it would invalidate any insurance claim. 

6 Park safely; look for a Parkmark accredited car park www.parkmark.co.uk/car-park-finder Check that your car is locked 

before you leave it and don’t leave valuables and gifts on display in your car. 

7 Whether an evening out or Christmas shopping keep your bags, handbags, wallets and mobile safe. Busy places make it 

easier for the sneak thief, so be alert at all times. 

8 A Christmas get together – make sure that you have considered how you are getting home in advance and avoid using 

unlicensed taxi’s. Ensure you drink responsible, social distance and are aware of your surroundings, whilst keeping your 

drink and belongings safe. www.suzylamplugh.org/Pages/FAQs/Category/personal-safety   

9 Watch what you put on social media; check your settings to ensure that you are not broadcasting when you are not at 

home and the lovely gifts you may have received. 

10 After Christmas don’t advertise your nice gifts to the thieves by putting the empty boxes out for collection, disguise 

them, fold them up inside out or put them inside another non-descript box. 

11 Record your new property free on www.immobilise.com , install tracking and security apps on relevant electrical and 

computer products. 

12 Have a Great Christmas and New Year!!    

For further crime prevention advice see:  
www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/   
or https://www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-prevention-advice  

Jack wakes up with a huge hangover after attending his company's Christmas Party. Jack is not normally a drinker, but the 
drinks didn't taste like alcohol at all. He didn't even remember how he got home from the party. As bad as he was feeling, he 
wondered if he did something wrong. 
Jack had to force himself to open his eyes, and the first thing he sees is a couple of aspirins next to a glass of water on the side 
table. And, next to them, a single red rose! Jack sits up and sees his clothing in front of him, all clean and pressed. He looks 
around the room and sees that it is in perfect order, spotlessly clean. So is the rest of the house. 
He takes the aspirins, cringes when he sees a huge black eye staring back at him in the bathroom mirror. Then he notices a 
note hanging on the corner of the mirror written in red with little hearts on it and a kiss mark from his wife in lipstick: "Honey, 
breakfast is on the stove, I left early to get groceries to make your favorite dinner tonight. I love you, darling! Love, Jillian" 
He stumbles into the kitchen and sure enough, there is a hot breakfast, steaming hot coffee, and the morning newspaper all 
waiting for him. His son is also at the table, eating. Jack asks, "Son... what happened last night?" 
"Well, you came home after 3 in the morning, drunk and out of your mind. You fell over the coffee table and broke it, and then 
you puked in the hallway, and got that black eye when you ran into the door." 
Confused, he asked his son, "So, why is everything in such perfect order and so clean? I have a rose, and breakfast is on the 
table waiting for me?" 
His son replies, "Oh THAT! Well, Mom dragged you to the bedroom, and when she tried to take your pants off, you screamed, 
“Leave me alone, I'm married!'" 

http://www.suzylamplugh.org/Pages/FAQs/Category/personal-safety
http://www.immobilise.com
http://www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/
https://www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-prevention-advice


Gardening Tip  
At this time of year, it can become almost a fulltime job clearing up fallen leaves.  

They need to be cleared as if they are left apart from looking untidy, they will 

cause bare patches and 

weak growth on the lawn.  You can rake 

them up or collect them with a leaf vacu-

um.  The latter has the advantage of 

shredding the leaves so reducing the bulk 

but is noisy and laborious.  However, both 

raking and leaf vacuuming are relatively 

hard work.  An alternative is to adjust your 

lawnmower to a slightly higher height than 

normal then just go over the lawn and col-

lect the leaves in the mower grass bag.  

The bag will need emptying more than nor-

mal but the leaves will be shredded, and the lawn cleared of leaves with a lot less effort.  Obvi-

ously, you need relatively dry frost free weather.  Generally early afternoon is the best time of day 

for this task. 

If you have any gardening questions, please feel free to email me at bodle242@hotmail.co.uk 

and I will try to answer your question. 

For the first time ever the Worms 

have four teams this season … 

Our very first Under 10’s Youth side, managed by Tommy Leggett and 
Lee Wiggins. Off the pitch it hasn’t been the easiest introduction to the 
youth game - a really sharp learning curve with a fine or two along the way! On 
the pitch things are much better - winning 6 of the 8 league games played to 
date. If you have a son or grandson who is currently 10 years old and would like 
to get involved in the game please bring them along on a Saturday morning where they will be coached in 
all aspects of the game by qualified and DBS checked coaches. 

We re-introduced a reserve team this season because Worm’s legend, Del Coleman, offered to help recruit 

and run the side. Unfortunately his young squad is finding life difficult in Division 5 of the Essex & Border 

League, winning just 3 of their 8 league games to date - having said that Del is more than happy with the 

progress and promise this young group are showing. 

Our first team are bringing back memories of a few years ago when we had one of 

the best and most successful amateur teams in the area - currently having played 

8 league games, 1 League Cup game and 3 Essex County Junior Cup games - and 

WON THEM ALL! 

Our Sunday ‘All Stars’ team, currently riding high in the Premier Division of the 

Colchester Sunday League - all stars because they have all played at a high level 

except for our young local star, Will, who lives in Wormingford - and, of course 

our Reality Television star, Jake Quickenden - runner-up in ’The X Factor’, 

runner-up in ‘I’m A Celebrity … Get Me out of Here’, winner of ‘Dancing On ice’ in 

2016 and contestant on the 2021 ‘Celebrity SAS: Who Dares Wins’ … finally he’s a 

decent player having played his earlier career in places like the Northern Premier 

League for Frickley Athletic. 

 

mailto:bodle242@hotmail.co.uk

