
 

 No: 618  July 2021 

Thanks to Nick Miller 
for the Masthead 

100 Club WINNER  
The Recreation Trust are pleased to announce that 
the June winner of their monthly 100 Club Draw 

is:   Number 2: Paul & Sarah  
@ The Crown 

All profits go to improving our facilities in 
and around the Village Hall and  

surrounding play area.  
Many thanks for your continued support.  

If you don’t yet have a number, please visit Gill 
at Ingate House on Church Road,  where we 

have a  number of numbers (!) available. 

DISCLAIMER:  The statements, opinions and data contained in this publication are solely those of the individual authors  
and contributors and not the Parish Council, the Editor nor the Publisher of the Worm.  

Items for inclusion in the Worm must be with the editor by the 25th of the month by email to: theworm2014@yahoo.co.uk 

Thanks to Nick Miller 
for the Masthead 

Mobile Library 

This is a reminder that the Mobile Library visits our village 
every 3 weeks, from 2.25 to 2.55pm on a Thursday  

afternoon, parking at the end of Robletts Way.  
Next dates are 1st and 22nd July. 

Compactor Van 

… no fridges or freezers; * please bring green garden 
waste separately to be composted; * this service is pro-
vided for small loads and from domestic properties, so 
you can use this service to dispose of bulky items not 

normally collected with household waste; * no  
commercial refuse or hazardous waste such as  

asbestos, batteries, liquids, gas bottles.   

Is coming to Wormingford Village Hall on Saturday 
July 17th - from 9.30 to 10.45am. 



 

Something in our Benefice for your diaries in July is 
the Mount Bures Flower Festival. The Church will  

be open over the weekend of 17th and 18th July for  
anyone to take a floral arrangement, anything  

from a jam jar to a bucket to celebrate the end of 
Covid restrictions, thank the NHS or remember a 
family member or friend who has died during the 

time of the pandemic.  

Just pop in any time over the weekend. 

Mount Bures  
Flower Festival 

The Worms 6-a-side  
competition held at the end 
of May raised just over £400 
for the mental health charity 

‘MIND’ 

Tommy Leggett and Lee Wiggins are starting the Worms first 
ever youth under 10’s football team next season - if you’d like 

to involve your son or daughter in this exciting new project 
contact Tom on Facebook or pop along to a Saturday  

morning training session. This nature reserve is at Tiger Hill, near Arger Fen 

Winners - Sunday A 

One night at a local bar frequented by a bunch of deer hunters who were waiting for the 
opening day of deer season, the local sheriff scoped out the joint for possible drunk  
drivers. 
As he waited, eventually a patron stumbled out of the bar, fumbled for his keys, tried 
them in three different cars until he finally found his, got inside and rested his head on 
the steering wheel. The deputy knew he had his drunk driver, so now all he had to do 
was wait for him to start his engine and pull out of the lot. 
A few hours passed by and most of the other deer hunters had left by then, when the 
patron abruptly lifted his head, cranked the car up and drove out of the lot like a bat out 
of hell. The deputy followed him and stopped him promptly. 
He administered the breath-o-lizer test and it read 0.00. Confused, the deputy asked the 
driver what the hell was going on. 
The driver looked at him innocently and said, "Well, tonight I'm the designated decoy”. 



The next Parish Council meeting will be held in the  
Village Hall on Thursday 8th July (no June meeting) at 7pm. 

Any resident wishing to attend must follow the current 
COVID rules. Please hand sanitise before entering the  
Village Hall, please wear a mask to enter the hall and 
please complete the form with regards to track and trace 
before taking a seat.  

Your Heritage and Culture needs you 
We have spoken of metal theft before, seeing it in many forms i.e. the theft of catalytic convertors from the exhaust system on 
cars and vans, lead from roofs old and modern rural and urban, cabling for utilities such as telecommunications and many other 
examples from around us where there are valuable metals. This time we are focusing on our heritage and culture under threat, 
and again seeking those extra pairs of eyes to report anything that you believe is suspicious.  

The country and our county are full of a wealth of heritage and culture each telling a story of our past, some listed others not, 
some attractive and others perhaps not so attractive but each with a story. Our heritage and culture have been there for past 
and present generations to discover, enquire, learn from and enjoy and we need to protect it for future generations; it’s like a 
piece of a jigsaw if a piece is missing the picture is not complete. A heritage asset cannot be replaced, when it’s gone it’s gone, 
when its damaged it may not able be possible to repair that damage satisfactorily and future generations are deprived of it.  

Heritage crime comes in many forms, these are but a few:  

The theft of lead from a roof and its resultant water damage causing catastrophic damage to a church of other heritage 
building potentially also causing the cancellation of a wedding or other function. 

Our heritage buildings, grounds and structures also suffer from the theft of paving stones, bricks, and other architectural 
masonry. 

Monuments and memorials suffer from damage, and theft, often of metal plaques bearing the names of events of those 
recognised. 

Royal mail post boxes many unique and recognised from a specific period in time are stolen. 
Burglaries from historic venues and museums like that recently from Arundel Castle that stolen including the Gold Rosary 

Beads carried by Mary Queen of Scots at her execution in 1587, many visitors would have looked in awe of it and its 
history within its showcase. 

‘Nighthawking’ the theft of archaeological material by unlawful metal detecting on scheduled monuments. 
Graffiti to heritage structures.   

All these crimes will not only have a detrimental impact on their custodians but also on the local community, families, and 
those from further afield. Some locations will be isolated and others may not, some may have neighbours, visitors, 
passer-by’s, dog walkers, horse riders, hikers and more; see something suspicious report it to staff where appropriate, 
or the police using 999 if you believe a crime is in progress or 101, online or chat if not an emergency. Don’t know 
where you are use the “What Three Words” App https://what3words.com/products/what3words-app/   

So, what can be done? We can make it more difficult to steal and we can make it more difficult to dispose of. Making it more 
difficult to steal or dispose of:  

Report any suspicious activity: i.e. the car or other vehicle parked up in a suspicious manner or seemingly out of place 
going down that lonely lane to an isolated church, unusual activity around a church, heritage or other building when 
it’s not normal especially on a roof, unmarked vehicle with people removing a mailbox, unusual activity on a known 
scheduled monument or late evening/night metal detecting. NB – If you have planned building work let your neigh-
bours, parishioners, employees know including who they are, what hours they will be there and provide an emergen-
cy contact number.  

Make it harder to steal: i.e. reduce access make them walk further and into public view especially when protecting build-
ings and their roofs, remove aids to the thief i.e. tools to do the job and climbing aids or something to carry their ill-
gotten gains away, consider an alarm, with lead from roofs especially try and make access difficult subject to certain 
conditions you could use a spiky topping around downpipes fencing and roofs. Consider electronic security and CCTV.  

Making it harder to dispose of: to start off with if its less attractive its less likely to be stolen so appropriate property 
marking and signage may deter. Property marking makes it harder to dispose of, and there is something for almost 
everything from historic artefacts on the seabed to catalytic convertor to roofing material to your day to day proper-
ty. NB seek advice and the relevant authorities before marking heritage items. An unmarked piece of property can 
be anonymous when stolen, in most cases we don’t know where it came from and therefore any prosecution is that 
much more difficult. A thief will know this and therefore anything that ties it back to the owner presents a risk not 
only to the thief but also to the handler, if the handler will not take it or it causes difficult questions at a boot fair or 
other then it’s not worth stealing it in the first place.  

Essex is one of a growing number of counties in the network of Heritage Watches, talking to each other, with members helping 
to protect our heritage for this and future generations. Protect your neighbourhood by setting up a Neighbourhood Watch, 
Heritage Watch or Business Watch if you have not got one, the signage deters, and many eyes are better than one pair 
For further advice on heritage crime and crime prevention see:   www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/ or https://
historicengland.org.uk/advice/caring-for-heritage/heritage-crime/  For further information: essex.watch.liaison.officers@essex.police.uk  



ST ANDREW’S CHURCH  
services in July 

OTHER SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE – JULY 
      Mount Bures - St John the Baptist 

     Little Horkesley - St Peter & St Paul 

4th    11.00 Family Service with Baptism 
         (Revd Henry Heath) 
11th  11.00 Morning Service  
          with Hugh and Julia 
18th  11.00 Community Service  
          with Emma 
25th  11.00 Matins with Michael Foster 
Aug 1st  11.00 Community Service  
          with Emma 

4th           9.15 Community Service with Emma 
11th         No Service 
18th         9.15 Benefice Flower Service with Emma 
25th         No Service 
Aug 1st   9.15 Community Service with Emma 

4th         11.00 Morning Service BCP (Christopher Orme) 
11th       6.30  Evening Service (Phyll Wood) 
18th       6.30 Evening Service + HC  (Revd James Ridge) 
25th       6.30 Evening Service BCP (Revd Henry Heath) 
Aug 1st 11.00 Morning Service BCP with Hugh and Julia  

St Andrew’s Church News 

St Andrew’s Church is an OPEN Churchyard, meaning that we have grave spaces available whereas many Churches are CLOSED 
because they do not have spaces available. Our Churchyard was extended by 25 yards to the south in 1837 and virtually all buri-
als since then have been in the ‘New’ top end of the Churchyard. When unmarked grave spaces have been undisturbed for over 
100 years they can be used again so our original Churchyard has potential for over 300 graves and since we only have three or 
four funerals a year, the future looks good, so to speak. That said we have had two funerals in June – John Leggett and Dennis 
Cousins, both from well-known and long standing local families. Our thoughts and prayers are with those near and dear to 
them. 
Our Wormingford Churchyard is always well kept thanks to the efforts of Barry, Tony and Glen who can be found pushing mow-
ers or strimming most weeks and although they consume a lot of tea and coffee they do keep everything looking nice. Alex Eden 
sometimes pops across the road on her fancy garden tractor and roars round the Churchyard doing the easy bits in no time 
which is a really big help. There are those who would sooner see our Churchyard left to go wild but our limited experience of 
leaving an area to go wild suggests that within a few years you would be unable to see the graves through the brambles so we 
prefer to keep it nice so that people can visit departed families and friends without needing a machete. 

There are some lovely trees in the Churchyard which have been planted over the last 100 years and are looked after for us by 
Paul Cutler. When we lose the occasional tree we always plant another to keep the beauty of the Churchyard going for future 
generations. I have a slice from a big Cedar tree which was near the porch and had to be taken down in 2010 and you can count 
over 100 rings so the idea is to make it into a table to stand in the north aisle when I get round to it. 

I do hope you are looking at our St Andrew's Church Wormingford Facebook page or Wormingford St Andrews Church Facebook 
group occasionally? Please Like, Comment and Share with friends. We have interviews to fill our vacancy in July and hope to 
have a new Vicar in place by the autumn but in the meantime we have a great preaching team and a full programme of services 
and everyone is very welcome to all our services. Churchwardens Mike Crisp – 07747 623172 & Richard Batterham - 01787 228172 


