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Thanks to Nick Miller 
for the Masthead 

100 Club WINNER  
The Recreation Trust are pleased to announce that 
the May winner of their monthly 100 Club 
Draw is:   Number 29: Barry Gibbons 
All profits go to improving our facilities in and 

around the Village Hall and  
surrounding play area.  

Many thanks for your continued support.  
If you don’t yet have a number, please visit Gill at 
Ingate House on Church Road,  where we have a  

number of numbers (!) available. 

DISCLAIMER:  The statements, opinions and data contained in this publication are solely those of the individual authors  
and contributors and not the Parish Council, the Editor nor the Publisher of the Worm.  

Items for inclusion in the Worm must be with the editor by the 25th of the month by email to: theworm2014@yahoo.co.uk 

Thanks to Nick Miller 
for the Masthead 

“Welcome Back 
Family Quiz” 

On Friday 25th June @ 7.30pm 
in Wormingford Village Hall 

… not too difficult and a lot of fun! 
Teams of 4 to 6  - if you haven’t  

got a team we’ll introduce you to others to 
make up a team. 

 
Licensed Bar + Nibbles 

£3 per person 
 

All proceeds to Wormingford Recreation Trust 

 

The Worms are holding a Charity 6-a-side football  
competition this coming Sunday, 30th May  

starting at 12 o’clock.  
 

Their will be a licensed bar,  
with waiter service (!) 

 and a BBQ 
Their chosen Charity this year is the mental health charity 

 

 

 

 

…. The sun is due to shine, so why not pop along and  
support this very worthy cause? 

As expected the Worms won the ‘Bernie Sanach Memorial Trophy’  
(held in memory of their former Chairman) raising £380 for  

his chosen charity, the “Essex Area Children’s Hospice” 



Wormingford Parish Council  
(WPC) Report 

 

 

Notes of the WPC meetings held by Zoom on Wednesday 5th May 2021. 

 
The start of the meetings was delayed by thirty minutes due to fact that only two councillors were present and a minimum of 
three are required before a Parish Council meeting can legally be held.   

This situation highlighted the fact that more Councillors must be recruited soon if the Village is to maintain some control over its 
affairs. 

The Annual Parish Council meeting commenced with the election of Peter Bentley as Chairman for a further twelve month period. 
The election of Vice-Chairman was held over until the June meeting. Nominations were received for eleven bodies on which WPC 
is represented – see minutes for details. Councillors reviewed and adopted thirteen Procedures and Policies for the coming twelve 
month period. 

The May Parish Council Meeting then followed on: 

A presentation was given by the architect in support of a planning application to create a new dwelling in the grounds of Church 
House.  

The PC agreed to support the application being made by the Football Club to access just under £3,500 of Section 106 money cur-
rently held by Colchester Borough Council to extend our community pavilion.  

The Clerk reported that the delivery of the defibrillator had been delayed but was now expected to be received shortly.   

An application is being prepared to Historic England in an attempt to have Wormingford Bridge listed.   

The PC had been advised that with effect from 7th May it will no longer be possible to hold PC meetings using Zoom and that from 
this date forward meetings will have to resume in person. The Parish Council plan to have the next meeting in the Village Hall on 
the 24th June COVID rules permitting.  

Please email any comments or views to the Parish Clerk at wormingford@outlook.com. Further information and the latest draft 
minutes and past copies of the Worm can be found at http://www.essexinfo.net/wormingfordpc/ 

The new CEO... 
Morris had just been hired as the new CEO of a large high tech corporation. The CEO who was step-
ping down met with him privately and presented him with three envelopes number 1, 2 and 3. 
"Open these if you run up against a problem you don't think you can solve," the departing CEO said. 
Things went along pretty smoothly, but six months later, sales took a downturn and Morris was really catching a lot of heat. About at his wit's 
end, he remembered the envelopes. He went to his drawer and took out the first envelope. The message read, "Blame your predecessor." Morris 
called a press conference and tactfully laid the blame at the feet of the previous CEO. Satisfied with his comments, the press, and Wall Street, 
responded positively, sales began to pick up and the problem was soon behind him. 
About a year later, the company was again experiencing a slight dip in sales, combined with serious product problems. Having learned from his 
previous experience, the CEO quickly opened the second envelope. The message read, "Reorganize." This he did, and the company quickly re-
bounded. 
After several consecutive profitable quarters, the company once again fell on difficult times. Morris went to his office, closed the door and 
opened the third envelope. The message said, "Prepare three envelopes." 



Thanks to Peter Bentley for the photo 

Locals intrigued by Two Double Crossings 
 

You may have crossed the bridge at Wormingford many times 
and beyond admiring its elegant simplicity nowadays do not  
give it a second glance. Unfortunately in 2019 it received a  
glancing blow when an agricultural contractor unfamiliar with  
the area hit one of the brick piers which then had to be  
rebuilt and caused the closure of the bridge for several months. 
The recovery of the cost is still awaited. 

Wormingford bridge was designed and built by George Double  
in 1891. He was born in Hadleigh, Suffolk in 1840 and was the  
third of his siblings to be called George the other two having  
died before he was born. His father, a farm labourer, died  
when George was 4.  George rose to become an accomplished  
contractor and engineer. His prior achievements include  
Westminster Bridge, the Grade I listed Clevedon Pierhead in  
the Bristol Channel (1893), being works manager of the  
Hammersmith suspension bridge and in 1878 being manager of works responsible for erecting Cleopatra’s Needle on London’s 
Embankment. 

Having won the contract to replace the crossing at Wormingford in 1891 at a cost of a little over £1,000, in 1896 he won the 
contract to build the bridge crossing at Boxted using steel girder sections. Although the Boxted bridge is more utilitarian and 
bigger (the width varies between 15 and 20 feet whereas Wormingford is only 11 foot) it cost just over £900 to build. Obviously 
the simplistic elegance of Wormingford bridge came at a price. 

Wormingford bridge sports the coats of arms carved in stone of Suffolk on the north side and Essex on the south side and is a 
good example of an elegant and functional country bridge, built by a very reputable engineer and contractor of the time and is 

therefore worth preserving. Although not presently under threat of replacement there is a 
fear that this could happen particularly given its 11 foot width and weight limit of 7.5 tons. 
These limitations are sufficient to allow smaller lorries and agricultural traffic  to use the 
bridge but the wider and heavier traffic will cause damage and use of it by them should not 
in any event be essential. This is the fate facing Boxted bridge which also crosses the River 
Stour about 5 miles downstream. It has recently been established that Essex County Council, 
despite contrary advice, are seeking to widen the bridge from 15 feet to 30 feet by replacing 
the bridge at Boxted at a cost of about £1 million. This has led to a petition to save the 
bridge which is the scene of paintings by John Nash and Sir Alfred Munnings. You are  

encouraged to go online to the website www.savethebridge@boxted.org.uk  to sign the petition. 

We want to avoid the same fate befalling Wormingford’s attractive little bridge and help to save the public purse. Both bridges 
are the responsibility of Essex County Council as bridge responsibility is divided between the 2 counties on an alternating basis 
along this county boundary. The bridge should be listed locally by Colchester Borough Council but this provides no real protec-
tion as it can be overridden by Essex County Council. Proper protection can only be achieved if the bridge is listed nationally by 
Historic England. This is something which Boxted have tried for their own bridge but so far have not been successful.  
As mentioned the bridge at Wormingford is more elegant and a little older and at the time cost rather more to build by  
George Double.  

The purpose of this brief article is to make residents aware of the fascinating history of our bridge and its builder and also to 
encourage support for the idea of pursuing the national listing of the bridge.  

Nick Eden 

Gardening Tip 
Cold winds can cause significant damage up to the middle of June.  If a ‘wigwam’ is used to 
grow runner beans then the plants can be planted on the inside then either fleece or an old 
sheet fixed to the outside around the bottom couple of feet.  To protect tender tomatoes, cour-
gettes and squash clear recycling sacks can be cut into two or three sections and fixed into 
place around the plants with bamboo canes.  To aid the watering of such plants you may con-
sider creating a hollow several inches deep and around a foot across and placing the plant in 
the middle.  This will avoid water running off as well as providing limited wind protection. 

If you have any gardening questions, please feel free to email me at  
davebodle242@hotmail.co.uk  and I will try to answer your question. 



ST ANDREW’S CHURCH  
services in June 

OTHER SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE – JUNE 
      Mount Bures - St John the Baptist 

     Little Horkesley - St Peter & St Paul 

St Andrew’s Church News 
If you have been through our Churchyard recently you will have seen lots of activity. We have been working on re-
tiling the porch and vestry roofs as part of our continuous efforts to keep our 12th century Church in good order for 
the benefit of our community ad future generations. Do have a look at our St Andrew's Church Wormingford  
Facebook page or Wormingford St Andrews Church Facebook group and Like, Comment or Share with friends. 

We have also had Paul Cutler giving one of the huge horse chestnut trees a post Covid trim to make it safe for our 
visitors and neighbours. 

You may know that our Wormingford with Mount Bures and Little Horkesley Benefice is now joined with the  
parishes of West Bergholt, Great Horkesley, Langham and Boxted and we are at last advertising on the Diocese 
website to find a new Priest to replace Revd John Chandler who left in October 2019. 

We expect to interview candidates in July and hope for someone to be in place by the Autumn. 

In the meantime we have a full and varied calendar of services with something to suit everyone so why not give us 
a try? Everyone is very welcome to all our services.  

Churchwardens: Mike Crisp – 07747 623172 & Richard Batterham - 01787 228172  

6th        11.00 Holy Communion Service  
              with Revd Henry Heath 
13th      11.00 Morning Service  
              with Hugh and Julia 
20th      11.00 Community Service  
              with Emma 
27th       11.00 Matins with Michael Foster 
July 4th 11.00 Family Service & Baptism  
             with Revd Henry Heath 

6th            9.15 Community Service with Emma 
13th          No Service 
20th          9.15 Community Service with Emma 
27th          No Service 
July 4th    9.15 Community Service with Emma 

6th           11.00 Morning Service BCP  
                with Christopher Orme    
13th         6.30  Evening Service with Revd Henry Heath 
20th         6.30 Evening Service + HC  
                 with Revd James Ridge 
27th         6.30 Patronal Festival with Emma 
July 4th  11.00 Morning Service BCP  
                 with Christopher Orme 


