
 

 No: 616  May 2021 

Thanks to Nick Miller 
for the Masthead 

100 Club WINNER  
The Recreation Trust are pleased to announce that 

the April winner of their monthly 100 Club 
Draw is:   Number 47: Marcia Hearn 
All profits go to improving our facilities in and 

around the Village Hall and  
surrounding play area.  

Many thanks for your continued support.  
If you don’t yet have a number, please visit Gill at 
Ingate House on Church Road,  where we have a  

number of numbers (!) available. 

DISCLAIMER:  The statements, opinions and data contained in this publication are solely those of the individual authors  
and contributors and not the Parish Council, the Editor nor the Publisher of the Worm.  

Items for inclusion in the Worm must be with the editor by the 25th of the month by email to: theworm2014@yahoo.co.uk 

Thanks to Nick Miller 
for the Masthead 

Residents in Wormingford are being urged to get twice-weekly Covid tests. 
The move is an important step forward to meet the aims of the national roadmap, allowing everyone to move safely out of 
lockdown. 
Twice-weekly rapid testing is a vital tool in identifying cases of Covid-19 that would otherwise be missed. With 1 in 3 people 
with Coronavirus showing no symptoms and potentially spreading it without knowing, rapid testing helps to identify positive  
cases quickly, preventing the spread of infection. 
There are several ways you can access rapid testing. You can take a test at one of the rapid testing sites 
locally. Your employer may be offering testing in the workplace. You can also collect tests to complete 
at home or order tests to be delivered to your home.  
Secondary school pupils are being asked to take a twice-weekly test. 
You can find out more about all these options at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/rapidtesting  

The mobile library is back!  Every 3 weeks  
Thursday 2.25 to 2.55 pm on Robletts Way (next on 20th May) 

John Jackson 
A sad day for us all, especially here at the Hall. John has been so much part and parcel of the farm since 1946.  
I remember him coming, a shy little boy, just 4 years old. So much has changed  through the years he has been 
with us; mechanisation brought him great joy! I can see him now dressed in his bib and brace and khaki cap, work-
ing in the workshop, making or repairing something either for the farm or his own collection of vehicles - lorries, 
fire engines and latterly buses - I think his times on the combines were especially happy.  
Now it has gone very quiet and empty, we shall all miss you so much.  
Well done, you did us proud, we remember you with affection and gratitude, and for me personally, memories 
that will last forever - thank you John. 
Phyllida Tufnell 



Wormingford Parish Council (WPC) Report 
 

Notes of the WPC meeting held on Thursday 7th April 2021. 

The meeting opened with an update on the progress made with respect to filling the two vacant councillor positions. Interest has 
been shown by one of the new residents who would be eligible for co-option later in the year.  

Dwayne Batchelor of County Broadband gave a presentation outlining the service 
that they are proposing to roll out if they can achieve a 25% take up from house-
holds in the village. A webinar will be organised and made available to interested 
residents in due course. County broadband have already implemented broadband 
services in Eight Ash Green, Aldham and Fordham. 

It is anticipated that the installation of defibrillator will commence soon. An order 
has been placed for the equipment and installation arrangements will be finalised 
once the unit arrives.  As reported previously the defibrillator is to be sited adjacent 
to the Sports Pavilion from where it will draw its power supply. 

A discussion took place on a proposal to seek a listing for Wormingford Bridge in 
order to prevent our bridge from suffering the same fate as the bridge at Boxted Mill. An article for the Worm is being produced 
outlining the history of Wormingford Bridge, the fate of Boxted bridge and possible future threats to Wormingford bridge if steps 
are not taken to preserve it. 

Concern was expressed about the high cost incurred by ECC on improving 
the signage at the Packards Lane / B1508 junction when speed signage 
throughout the village needs repair or improvement. No volunteers have yet 
come forward to train and operate a SpeedWatch patrol for the village. 

Please note that the next routine meeting will take place by Zoom on 
Wednesday 5th May 2021 at 7.00 pm.  

Please email any comments or views to the Parish Clerk at wormingford@outlook.com. Further information and the latest draft 
minutes and past copies of the Worm can be found at http://www.essexinfo.net/wormingfordpc/ 

New village Facebook page 
Wormingford Recreation Trust,  

Village Hall & Community Pavilion  
This group is for information from the Recreation Trust, which runs the Village Hall, and Wormingford Community Pavilion  

A Texan was taking a taxi tour of London and was in a hurry. As they went by the Tower of  
London the cab driver explained what it was and that construction of it started in 1346 and was 
completed in 1412. The Texan replied, "Shoot, a little old tower like that? In Houston we'd have 
that thing up in two weeks!" Next they passed the House of Parliament - started in 1544 and  
completed in 1618. "Well boy, we put up a bigger one than that in Dallas and it only took a year!" 
As they passed Westminster Abbey the cab driver was silent. 
"Whoah! What's that over there?" asked the Texan. 
The driver replied, "I don't know, it wasn't there yesterday." 



ST ANDREW’S CHURCH  
services in MAY 

OTHER SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE – MAY 
Mount Bures - St John the Baptist 

Little Horkesley - St Peter & St Paul 

May 2nd – 11.00am Community Service  
                  with Emma 
May 9th – 11.00am Morning Service  
                  with Hugh and Julia 
May 16th – 11.00am Community Service 
                  with Emma 
May 25th – 11.00am Matins  
                   with Michael Foster 
June 6th  – Community Service with Emma 

May 2nd  – 9.15am Community Service with Emma 
May 9th –No Service 
May 16th  – 9.15am Community Service with Emma 
May 23th – No Service 
May 30th – No Service 
June 6th - 9.15am Community Service with Emma 

May 2nd –  11.00am Morning Service BCP  
                   with Christopher Orme 
May 9th –   6.30pm  Evening Service with Phyll Wood 
May 16th – 6.30pm Evening Service + HC  
                    with Revd James Ridge 
May 23th – 6.30pm Evening Service BCP  
                    with Harold & Margaret 
May 30th – Benefice Evening Service BCP with Henry Heath 
June 6th  – 11.00am Morning Service BCP with Hugh & Julia  
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The new opening times for the Post Office 
 in our village hall are : 

Wednesday: 12.30 to 3pm 
Friday: 8.30 to 11am 



St Andrew’s Church News 
‘Welcome to Church’ is what we normally say at the start of a 
service in Church however,  you will be aware that all Churches 
have been closed since Christmas during the lockdown so we 
have had to find different ways of making and maintaining con-
tact. We have an Ordinand (i.e. someone studying to become a 
Vicar) Emma Barr, who is also Churchwarden at Mount Bures and 
she has been producing a Weekly Message which we have been 
regularly sending out by e-mail to around 150 people. This has 
been so well received that we have also distributed it as a short 
video on WhatsApp and now it is available on the three Benefice 
Church Facebook pages as well. Why not have a look at St Andrew's Church Wormingford Facebook page or 
Wormingford St Andrews Church Facebook group and Like, Comment or Share with friends. If you know of anyone 
who would like a text version of the Weekly Message please let us have any contact details. 

Although the Church has not been open the Church Pantry and book exchange has been available in the porch dur-
ing the last lockdown for people to help themselves to non-perishable foodstuff or toiletries and make donations. 
That has now finished but it remains a place for book and jigsaw puzzle exchange. 

The Wormingford with Mount Bures and Little Horkesley Benefice is still without a Vicar since Revd John Chandler 
retired in October 2019 and the Covid pandemic has put a stop to any moves towards getting a replacement until 
recently. We are a Benefice of around 800 people and as such do not qualify for even a part time Vicar so we will be 
joining forces with the Benefice of West Bergholt, Great Horkesley and Langham and Boxted creating a Benefice of 
around 8000 people. As such we now hope to see a Vicar appointed before too long. In the meantime, now our 
Churches are open again, we have sufficient resources and people available so that we can resume normal services, 
weddings, baptisms and funerals following a risk assessment and observing strict Covid safety guidelines. We can-
not provide refreshments after the service as has been our practice but hope to resume this in June. 

During the pandemic we have been experimenting with different service formats because communal singing has 
not been possible and although we still offer different types of service to hopefully cater for all preferences, most 
now have just three hymns and last for around 35 minutes. 

So if you fancy getting out and meeting people in a Covid safe environment, why not give us a try. Everyone is very 
welcome to all services.  

Churchwarden Mike Crisp – 07747 623172 
Churchwarden Richard Batterham - 01787 228172 



Before you venture out again  
 

Naturally with more people being at home during the Covid19 pandemic  
burglary numbers have fallen, and internet purchasing has increased  
resulting in new desirables in our homes.  
When you did get out maybe someone was left in the house so locking up would not have been needed. As restrictions begin 
to be eased again and more of us venture out, we need to get back into our old habits ensuring that when left empty our 
homes are secure. Burglars are opportunists seeking an empty house that is easy to enter. Whether just popping out for a mo-
ment, or longer make it look like someone is in even if no one is there; always making sure you lock up when you leave.  

Just a few tips to remind you: 
Ensure that windows, doors, outbuildings and gates are closed and locked correctly, make sure all tools are put away too. 

Remember with uPVC and similar doors – when locking Lift the handle, turn and remove the key. If you have a night 
latch and a mortice lock ensure that you lock both not just the night latch. 

No keys outside in hidey holes please, the thief will find them no matter how well you think they are hidden. 
Create the illusion of occupancy: A radio on, a chair that looks like you have just got up, book or magazine open with a pair 

of spectacles and a mug next to it, a vacuum cleaner with the lead trailing out of sight (not plugged in), the 
usual signs of habitation and don’t leave it too tidy. 
Consider a doorbell that you can answer remotely on your smartphone. A lot of these you can add further 
CCTV cameras that you listen and speak through too. 
Use automatic timer-switches to turn your lights on when it gets dark, also consider a “Fake TV” unit dis-
cretely hidden from view. 

If you have an intruder alarm make sure that you set it before leaving and ensure that your neighbours know who the key  
holders are. 

Keys to other cars; put them away and in a “faraday bag” if you have a keyless car. 

If you do get away for a longer period: 
Curtains open or curtains closed? – The worse thing is half open half closed, day or night the 

thief will know you are out. I go by the principle that some people do not close all curtains 
at night, but most are open during the day especially in those “lived in” rooms. So as long 
as you have evidence visible that looks like you are in the house somewhere then it makes 
sense to leave them open. 

Cancel any newspaper or milk deliveries, delay ordering online purchases before you go away or 

Use the Royal Mail's 'Keepsafe' service - they keep your mail for up to 2 months while you're 
away. Mail sitting on your doorstep is a sign that you are away. 

Trusted neighbours may be able to help you by collecting your post, opening and closing curtains and they could park their 
car on your driveway. 

Avoid discussing holiday plans on public social networking sites, watch what you are posting including photographs (they 
may be date stamped) while you are away too or you may find you are giving useful information that the burglar or 
fraudster may use. 

Don’t forget the car when you leave it unattended: 
Close the windows and lock it, verify it is locked by the sound, the flash of the lights or try the handle. 
Leave nothing on show, remember to the thief even the empty bag or jacket is inviting, they don’t know what they may 

contain until looking in it after damaging your car getting in. 
Choose a safe place to park, with lots of visibility over it, if you can look for a “Parkmark” accredited car park http://

www.parkmark.co.uk/car-park-finder . 
 

Further advice can be found at  
www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/ or www.securedbydesign.com/  

A grandmother is giving directions to her grown grandson, who is coming to visit with his wife: 
"You come to the front door of the apartment complex. I am in apartment 14T. There is a big panel at the door. 
With your elbow push button 14T. I will buzz you in. Come inside, the elevator is on the right. Get in, and with your 
elbow hit 14. When you get out I am on the left. With your elbow, hit my doorbell". 
"Grandma, that sounds easy, but why am I hitting all these buttons with my elbow?” 
"You're coming empty handed are you?” 



 

Our Worms club chairman, Bernie, died recently (not 
Covid-19 related), so the players decided to hold this short  
Trophy Competition in his memory. Bernie was what we 
would call ‘a real football man’ - he played the game in his 
youth, managed a successful Sunday team in the 1970’s, 
took up refereeing after that and eventually became a 
‘backroom’ official in the local amateur game. 

He joined us, before my time, some years ago, and has 
performed the roles of Chairman and Fixture Secretary. 

Bernie was very generous with his time and often put his 
hand in his pocket - he will be greatly missed by everyone 
at the club, but especially by me, because as a fellow 
backroom official, I know better than anyone, exactly what 
he did for the Worms - R.I.P Bernie. 

COVID-19 COURSES UPDATE: 
We are delighted to be back on site at the Community Education Centre in Wormingford, Stow Maries and Halstead for the 
new term.  We have small groups, with social distancing very much in place, and a variety of safety measures to keep everyone 
as safe as possible.  A whole range of online courses are also available for those unable to attend physically. This enables our 
students to continue their studies, and gain qualifications, and still get support and counselling/mentoring.  Why not join us? 
Contact us for more information or have a look at our online courses. 

Please see our Facebook page for our latest news, activities 
and updates.  This is always first to be updated! https://
www.facebook.com/abbertonruraltraining/  

  Our online courses are also still avail-
able for those unable to attend physi-
cally.  If you are interested in joining us 
please contact us on 01787 228269 for 
more information and to check availa-
bility.  

Why not come and see if you 
want to join us?  


