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Thanks to Nick Miller 
for the Masthead 

What  Wonderful Weekends! 

See inside for full details 

Friday 7th December 7.30pm  
@ Wormingford Village Hall 

Teams of 4 to 6—£3 per person 
Licensed bar + nibbles 

For and on behalf of Wormingford Recreation Trust 

Fun 
for all 

the 
Family 

FREE 
Mulled Wine 

& 
Mince Pies 

100 Club WINNER  
The Recreation Trust are pleased to announce that 

the November winner of their monthly 100 Club 
Draw is:   Number 108:  

Marcia Hearn 
The 100 Club is an important part of our 

money raising activity and we would like to 
ask those that have supported us in the past, 

to continue to do so  instead of the shop 
please pop your monthly contributions 

through the letter box @ Ingate House on 
Church Road. 

Many thanks for your continued support  50% 
goes to the winner and the balance helps us to keep 
up our ongoing work in and around the village hall 

and surrounding play area! 



Nancy: 
Our  

Local  
Nutritionist December 2018 

5th   Bookworms @ WCEC                                 7.15pm 
7th   Family Quiz @ Village Hall                        7.30pm 
8th   Club Talk @ Glider Club                             5.30pm 
13th Mobile Library @ Robletts Way              2.25pm 
14th Xmas Singalong @ The Crown                 8.00pm 
16th Carols Service @ St Andrew’s                  6.30pm 
18th ‘A Christmas Carol’ @ WCEC                    7.00pm 
18th ‘Vocal Zones’ @ The Crown                      8.00pm 
24th Crib Service @ St Andrew’s                      6.00pm 
Post Office: Every Wed @ Village Hall    12.30 to3pm 
                      Every Friday @      “      10am to 12.30pm 

Christmas Wishes  
from Nancy 

Wishing you all a very  
Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year 

Wormingford Parish Council (WPC) Report 
A meeting of the Parish Council was held on Thursday 8th 
November 2018. The Clerk confirmed that no applications 
have been received for the Parish Councillor vacancy. As the 
closing date has now passed this vacancy will remain unfilled 
until the election which is due to take place in May 2019. 
Seven new and ongoing planning applications were dis-
cussed, details of which can be found in the minutes online 
or posted on the noticeboard. The Chairman confirmed that 
he had been in discussion with the Chairman of West Berg-
holt Parish Council and that they had agreed to make a joint 
push for funding for replacement bus shelters. 

The Council thanked Cllr Fenn for arranging the repair to the 
bus shelter glass panel. The Council also thanked those coun-
cillors and residents who had performed ad-hoc litter picking 
during recent weeks since the grass verges and ditches had 
been mown. The Chairman confirmed that work has started 
on the re-drafting of the Wormingford Emergency Plan at the 
request of CBC. The existing plan has not been reviewed 
since 2002.The next meeting of the Parish Council will take 
place in the Village Hall on 10th January 2019 at 7.00 pm. 

Please email any comments or views to the Parish Clerk at 
wormingford@outlook.com. Further information and the 
latest draft minutes and past copies of the Worm can be 
found at http://www.essexinfo.net/wormingfordpc/ 

Eat, drink and be merry 

Relax and enjoy the moment! During the great war of  
1914-18, over 1,400 bell  
ringers lost their lives!  

During 2018 a big nationwide campaign to recruit 
enough new ringers, resulted in 1600 new ringers, 

 allowing many towers to ring out in commemoration, of 
centenary day, on November 11th. 

It is hoped that the new recruits will help to carry on 
this great art! If this is something you’d like to consider, 

please contact Barry Gibbons. 

Wormingford, Little Horkesley and Bures all played 
their part with two quarter peals rung in memory of 

those who lost their lives. 

In Wormingford, a quarter peal of Grandsire and Plain 
Bob Doubles were rung in 44 minutes. 

Ringers taking part were: Treble: Evelyn Reeve; 2nd: 
Lynda Lee; 3rd: Vicky de-Vries; 4th: David Lee; 

5th: Barry Gibbons; Tenor: Nick de-Vries. 
Conducted by Barry Gibbons 



Recreation Trust Christmas Coffee 
Morning and Craft Fayre 

 
The bells of Santa’s sleigh were heard over 
Wormingford on Saturday 1st December as he 
landed his reindeer to visit the village hall 
where the Christmas coffee morning and 
craft fayre were being held.  As the children 
played and created on the activity table their 
excitement grew and grew and then he ar-
rived and was shown in by his little helper 
Freya.  Plenty of pictures were taken and pre-
sents given as the magic of Santa filled the 
village hall.   
 
Craft stalls offering plenty of Christmas 
treats were abound, as well as cakes and 

bakes and all kinds of fun.  Graham and Debbie tempted 
visitors to raffle prizes galore and Benson (the dog) hap-
pily visited all the tables asking for more, more, more! 
 
The kitchen elves were busy pouring coffee and tea and 
bacon & sausages kept hungry visitors happy – not to 
mention the mulled wine that went down a treat! 
 
A huge thank you to all those involved in making this 
event such a success; Sophie, Lorraine, Gill, Brian, Gra-
ham, Debbie, Sue, Mar-
garet Kim & Gary.  We 
raised £466.84 for the 
Recreation Trust so 
even bigger thanks go to 
all of you who came 
along and supported the 
event.  Thank You. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing you all  

a very Merry  
Christmas and a  

Happy New Year. 

INCREASE YOUR BUSINESS 
by advertising in The Worm - £8.00 per  

centimetre per year! Customer supplied inserts 
(250 copies) £15 per month:  OR why not pro-

mote your business or product range in both the 
Worm & Fordham Times at a combined rate of 

£12 per centimetre per year? 
Call Brian Jones on 01787 227787 

ESSEX POLICE 
Neighbourhood Policing Team 

PC Dave Underwood/PC Angie Pearson 

Tel: 101 option:1 option: 3 
In an emergency always dial 999 



Worm around the 
World 

this month in Oman  

“Since starting in 
2009, Steve has 
gained a great  

reputation for the  
quality of work  

produced” 

 
No job too small or too big! 

Internal; External Decorating; Beam  
Restoration; Pub Re-decoration; New Builds;  
Re-decoration & Repair Work all undertaken. 

CIS Registered & Fully Insured. 

Tel: 07545 637476  

Wormingford  
Weather 

Rainfall for November 2017 1.11 inches 
Rainfall for November 2018 2.66 inches 

Thanks to John Jackson for the weather 

Whilst visiting their daughter in Oman, Rosy pictured  
Anthony relaxing, with his Worm, in the “best pool I’ve ever 
been in” (it is, at 100m, twice the length of an Olympic sized 
swimming pool!). The Sultanate of Oman, is an Arab coun-

try on the south eastern coast of the Arabian Peninsula. 
Oman is the oldest independent state in the Arab world and 

it’s low-rise towns retain their traditional charms and  
Bedouin values remain at the heart of an Omani welcome. 

Oman was founded in 1651 and has a population of just 
over 4.6 million. 

 
Abberton Rural 

Training 

cordially invite you to our 

 

Christmas Drinks and 
Nibbles Evening 

Wednesday 12th December 2018 
6.30 to 8.30pm 

@ The Old St Andrew’s Primary School’ 
Church Road, Wormingford. 

Limited parking is available 

Please RSVP to Jacqui Stone by email to: 

jacqui.stone@abbertonruraltraining.org 
or call 01206 984591 

Launderette reunion: 
Two elderly ladies meet at the launderette after not seeing 
one another for some time. After inquiring about each other's 
health, one asked how the other's husband was doing. "Oh! 
Ted died last week. He went out to the garden to dig up a 
cabbage for dinner, had a heart attack and dropped down 
dead right there in the middle of the vegetable patch!" "Oh 
dear! I'm so very sorry," replied her friend. "What did you 
do?" "Opened a can of peas instead."  



Vehicle body repairs,  
accident repair specialist 

Insurance work undertaken, Resprays 
FREE Estimates, FREE Delivery  

& Collection Service 
Unit 11, Regal Works, Fordham CO6 3NR  

Tel: 01206 241533 

P & N 

Wormingford  
Village Hall 

Our village hall can accommodate over 100 people for  
functions and meetings. It is popular for Wedding  

receptions, Children’s parties, Dances (great acoustics),  
Bowls and Badminton. Facilities include Main Hall  
with stage, seating for 120 people, kitchen, toilets  

(with disabled access)  
and good car parking. 

NEW HIRE CHARGES EFFECTIVE JULY 1st 2018 
Badminton £24 per 2 hour session at any time. 
Mornings & Afternoons, Mon to Friday & Sunday (One off) 
Minimum 3 hours                 £15 per hour  
Evenings, Monday to Friday & Sunday (One off) 
Minimum 3 hours                 £18 per hour 
Saturday 8am to 12 midnight …  £200 
Saturday 6pm to 12 midnight … £140 
Wormingford residents receive 10% discount on all charges 

Regular bookings: To be negotiated 
To enquire about or book the hall please contact: 

Debbie Moore on 01787 228615 
or email: debbiemoore47@hotmail.co.uk 

Bookworms 2 
In November we had a lively  
discussion of "The Goldfinch" by  
Donna Tartt. Some of us loved it, 
some really didn't - but we were all 
grateful that it was a 5 week month 
as it was massive tome! For the  
December meeting, which will be 
early on 5th December we are reading "The Remains 
of the Day" by Kazuo Ishiguro. For the January meet-
ing which will be 9th January, we are hoping to have 
copies of "the Witchfinder's Sister" by Beth  
Underwood but it depends on availability from the  
library. Contact Margaret on 07913603830  if you 
want a copy of either  book." 

Bookworms 2 still meets in the WCEC in Church Road, 
Wormingford ( formerly St Andrews School)  on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 7.15pm, but we could do with a 
few more members. You don’t have to worry about finding 
and buying the books as Colchester Library supply them for 
us, so the only charge is £2.00 to pay for the hire of the room.  

A man joins a big corporate empire as a trainee. On his very 
first day of work, he dials the canteen and shouts into the 
phone, "Get me a coffee, quickly!" The voice on the other 
end responded, "You fool, you've called the wrong extension! 
Do you know who you're talking to, dumbo?""No," replied 
the trainee”, “It's the CEO of the company, you fool!" The 
trainee shouts back, "And do you know who YOU are talking 
to, you fool?" "No," replied the CEO, indignantly. "Good!" 
replied the trainee, and puts down the phone! 

The Books that Rock Essex 
The Essex Book Festival is compiling a list of the best reads 

with an Essex connection. For example, “The Essex Serpent” 
by Sarah Perry, or, “Starter for Ten” by David Nicholls. The 
top 20 titles will go to a public vote and the winner will be  
announced on the former Radio Caroline ship in Harwich 

during the Festival next March. So, don’t miss out on your 
chance to send in your favourite Essex read. 

hello@essexbookfestival.org.uk 



              Kim Sutton-Grant 

                 Complementary Therapist  

                      Tel: 01787 228441 

                      www.tranquil-waters.co.uk 

Tel: 01206 805629  Engineer: 07900 000 666 
www.dylanit.co.uk   email@dylanit.co.uk 

DylanIT, Unit G7, Dugard House, Moss Rd., 
Stanway, Colchester, CO3 oUL 

Is your PC or Mac Sick? 

Get it sorted by a local, 
friendly expert 

Solving IT since 1998 
Fast, friendly service that 

comes to you as home users or small businesses. 

* Fully qualified * Free advice over phone 
* Virus removal * Physical damage repair 

*Diagnosis of faulty hardware * Any device 
* Diagnosis of non-responsive software 

* Upgrades to all types of PC/Laptop 
* Internet & network support 

Visit us online for full list of services 

Barry Beevis   Michael Cook 
    01787 228113                     01787 227148 

GENERAL BUILDERS 
Extensions &  
Renovations 
No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates   
No VAT 

Wormingford 100  

Weekend of Remembrance 

A well attended series of events, over the weekend, resulted 
in our sending £310 to each of our chosen charities , ‘The 
Royal British Legion’ and ‘Help for Heroes’. Even better than 
that was the way that a number of quite different events, 
seemed to bring residents together in a way that doesn’t 
seem to happen often enough these days! 

Local historian, Lee Woodhouse, is in the process of produc-
ing a memorial book, which will record the Wormingford 
fallen from both world wars. Lee is desperately seeking indi-
vidual photographs  from family members. If you can help, 
please either contact Lee on: woodysabart@aol.com or the 
Worm at the usual address. Thanks. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open hours: Monday: 5pm to 11pm; Tuesday to Friday: 12 to 3pm & 5 to 11pm; Weekends & Bank Holidays: 12 to 11pm 

“We are now taking orders for your Christmas event” 

Ring 01787 227464 or visit our Facebook site 

 

Christmas Music  
at the Crown 

informal christmas pub singalong @ 
the crown on friday 14th december 

starting at 8pm 
 

Accompanied by 2 guitars  
(feel free to bring your own words or instruments to join in!) 

 
There will be a collection for the ‘Christopher Centre’ in Sudbury who help  the homeless,  

particularly at this festive time of year! 
  

… followed by 
 

On Tuesday 18th December (starting @ 8pm) 

“Carols @ The Crown” 
by the Vocal Zones Choir 

… come along and join us in singing  
your favourite festive season Carols 



 

 

   Flower Rota 

If you would like to help with the Church flowers 
please contact Jan Crisp - Tel: 07833 424946 

Contact John: 
Tel: 01206 366930 
vicar@wormingford.com 

Church Matters 
St Andrew’s Wormingford 

   
 John’s Journal 
 The view from the Vicar’s study 
 The Christmas Message 
  

Yours in Jesus 
Revd John Chandler is around 
for a chat at "Coffee & Cake" in 

the Community Education  
Centre on most 

Monday mornings from  
10 - 11am 

He will be there on the  
3rd and 10th December 

 
 

Dec 22nd - Everyone welcome to decorate the 
Church for Christmas (Mince pies and coffee) 

Jan 5th   Pam Sparkes 
19th  Liz Clarke 

Feb 2nd  Chris Grimsey 

A Marketing Manager was deep in prayer. “Dear God, this is what I really want  
for Christmas: a vast, untapped market for something immediately available in  
unlimited supply, that sounds too good to be true but is true, that has life-changing 
effects, lasts for ever, is totally free and yet brings enormous gains.”   
And God said: “Follow me”. 
Because what is freely on offer is an unbreakable personal relationship with God 
which lasts into eternity, and in this world right now there are over two billion  
satisfied customers. 
But would you question God’s marketing strategy? Over the centuries He has used the same techniques – 
except for one major roll-out just over 2,000 years ago. He had prepared the world for that; it’s recorded in 
300 places in scripture as to how and where it would take place, and there are even signs about when, so 
that everyone could be ready. God Himself would come to mankind, born as we all are as a baby, of a 
young woman (Isaiah 7:14) of the family of King David (2 Samuel 7:15) in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). By His 
life, He would show us how it is possible for every human being to have that personal relationship with 
God. 
Then it happened, at just the right time, when the western world was best organised and communication 
was well developed - when the Roman Empire was at its height. But the message was not declared to the 
Emperor; it was to that young girl, of the smallest tribe of the smallest nation in the Empire’s eastern out-
post, because the message was for the least as well as the greatest, as all are equal in God’s sight. And 
God, who in the beginning created the universe with an almighty bang, merely changed part of one tiny cell 
in Mary’s body, and God had come to earth; Jesus was born. 
Then the marketing started in earnest. “Come to me, all who are weary, and I will refresh you”. “I have 
come that you may have life, and have it to the full.” “I am the way, the truth and the life”. And so much 
more. Read four independent testimonies in the Gospels – it all makes sense, and brings a purpose to 
God’s whole creation. Look into it, and you’ll find that the relationship with God can be yours, for free and 
for ever. 
Why not pray for what you really want this Christmas? And I’ll be praying that you’ll pray that too. 
With very best wishes for a wonderful Christmas and New Year. 



Other services in the Benefice: 

Mount Bures 
St. John the Baptist 
Sunday Services are at 9:15am, except where stated: 
2nd:   Coffee & Croissants 
9th   Holy Communion 
16th:  3pm - Service of Readings and Carols 
23rd: Family Communion 
Christmas Eve: 3pm Crib Service 
   10pm Early Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day: 9:15am Family Communion 

Little Horkesley 
St. Peter & St. Paul 
2nd:   8am Holy Communion  
        11am Morning Service 
         6:30pm Advent Carol Service 
9th: 11am Advent Family Service 
         6:30pm Evening Worship 
16th: 11am Morning Service 
         6:30pm Evening Worship 

Visiting preacher: Revd Hannah Cooper,  
23rd: 6:30pm Carols by Candlelight 
Christmas Eve: 4:30pm Crib Service 
   11:30pm Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day: 11am Informal Holy Communion 

Christmas at St. Andrew’s 

Sunday 16th December  
6:30pm Carols by Candlelight 

The traditional service of Christmas carols and readings, 
 a highlight of Christmases for centuries! 

One hour 

Christmas Eve 6pm 
Crib Service for all the family  
 
Come along – with or without children – for this  
short service when we tell the Christmas story with the help of the Crib and some 
well-known Christmas carols. 45 minutes 

Midnight Mass is in Little Horkesley Church this year, at 11:30pm. 

Christmas Day  
10am Informal Christmas Communion 
 
Make your Christmas Communion with 
the Wormingford Church family on 
Christmas Day,  
in good time to get  
back home for  
presents and the  
turkey!   
45 minutes 



Mulled wine and mince pies  
in the interval. Suggested  
donation £5.  Booking  
essential to make sure of  
your place from Eventbrite  
or by calling 01206 337338. 

A reading of Charles Dicken’s classic Christmas 
story by the incomparable Anthony Roberts, 

director of Colchester Arts Centre,  
accompanied by Jamie Cunliffe on the piano. 

A Christmas  
Carol  

Tuesday 18th December 7.00pm 

Wormingford Community Education Centre, 
Church Lane, Wormingford CO6 3AZ 

This fantastic photograph was taken by Grant Oliver on the 
morning of November 11th - in line with hundreds of places 

around the UK, pipers played at precisely 6am, to  
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the end of WW1. 

 

Who’d have believed it? On November 30th, Paul and 
Nigel celebrated being in business together since 1988!  

Full story next month 

A man was speeding down the highway, feeling secure in a 
gaggle of cars all traveling at the same speed. However, as 
they passed a speed trap, he got nailed with an infrared 
speed detector and was pulled over. The officer handed him 
the citation, received his signature and was about to walk 
away when the man asked, "Officer, I know I was speeding, 
but I don't think it's fair - there were plenty of other cars 
around me who were going just as fast, so why did I get the 
ticket?" "Ever go fishing?" the policeman suddenly asked the 
man. "Umm, yeah..." the startled man replied. The officer 
grinned and added, "Did you ever catch all the fish?" 



 
 

In accordance with the recommendations of the Rural Communities 
Council of Essex no responsibility for the information given or the views 
expressed in The Worm by contributors can be accepted by the editorial 
team, Parish Council, Parochial Church Council or Recreation Trust nei-
ther can any culpability be accepted in work undertaken by advertisers. 

Thanks, Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to all those who support the Bingo and 

make it fun! 
Look out for news of the next session on the  

‘I Love Wormingford because …’ 
Facebook site, and of course, in the Jan Worm! 

Bingo will be back 
in January! 

Club Talks  
Winter 2018-19 

 

Over Winter season 2018 /2019 ESGC is going to have 
a series of talks including some external guest  

speakers focussing on some general aviation themes.   

We are pleased to be able to present to club members 
and visitors: 

Saturday 08 December  @ 5.30 pm –  
“The Essex and Herts Air Ambulance”  

The Essex and Herts Air Ambulance is the ESGC adopted 
charity and we have been a generous donor over the years.  
Roger Smith from the Air Ambulance or HEMS (Helicopter 
Emergency Medical Service) will give us some real insights 
into the day to day operational challenges they face and 
some of the incidents that make the Air Ambulance such a 
worthwhile cause for us to support.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whilst we never want to have to see the Air Ambulance at 

Wormingford for real it’s comforting to know that it’s only a 
minute or two flying time away at Earls Colne Airfield...  

(N.B.  For this talk there will be a recommended donation of 
£10 for the Air Ambulance however club members and visi-
tors should feel free to give what they think is appropriate/

can afford). 
Lots more to come in 2019 - watch this space. 

2018 

We are now taking  
Xmas orders 

Traditional White & Free 
Range Bronze Turkeys from  
G & J Barron’s as well as our 

delicious Longhorn Beef 

Either pop into the shop, email us  
@ tandsfarms@aol.com  

or ring 07772388908 & 01787 227292  
and we can get an order form to you 

An old, tired-looking dog wandered into the yard. I could tell 
from his collar and well-fed belly that he had a home. He fol-
lowed me into the house, down the hall, and fell asleep on 
the couch. An hour later, he went to the door, and I let him 
out. The next day he was back, resumed his position on the 
couch and slept for an hour. This continued for several weeks. 
Curious, I pinned a note to his collar: "Every afternoon your 
dog comes to my house for a nap. "The next day he arrived 
with a different note pinned to his collar: "He lives in a home 
with four children -- he's trying to catch up on his sleep. Can I 
come with him tomorrow?" 
 



ENVIRONMENTAL LTD

Recycling for the future 

01206 242345
www.colchesterskiphire.co.uk

Working for a better environment...

ENVIRONMENTAL LTD

Recycling for the future 

01206 242345
www.colchesterskiphire.co.uk

Wormingford Sport 

Premier Division:                      Division 2 
December  1st  Barnston Away (Won 3-2)       1st  Rowhedge Away Postponed       
                    8th  Gas Rec Home                      8th  Tollesbury Away                
                   15th   Arlesford Away                       15th  Ramsey Home 
                 22nd   Tiptree Jobs Away KO Cup  22nd  NO GAME 
                   29th   NO GAME                               29th  Hedingham Home Res KO Cup 

That’s more like it  3 wins in a row! 
November started with a 4-3 defeat at Hedingham - a bare 11, including two 17 year old debutees, 

fought well before succumbing to a late lino’s mistake (yours truly, whose 2 replacement hips  
restrict me to about 3 mph) - sorry boys! This was followed by consecutive wins against West  

Bergholt (4-1), Brantham (3-1) and Barnston (3-2) - all, with five regular 1st teamers, still out with 
injury and/or the birth of their first child! Up next are a couple of very difficult 
fixtures, against table-topping Gas Recreation and fellow title hopefuls, Arles-
ford Colne Rangers! Having said that, we only lost 2-1 at home to Arlesford, a 
few weeks ago, a game where we were so short of players that we had to sign 

and play a 54 year old for the full 90 minutes! We were also awarded the points 
against Gas, even though we lost 4-1 (they played a banned player!) 

After 2 losses and a draw, the stiffs ended the month with a much needed boost, winning 4-2 
against fellow relegation favourites, Lawford Reserves. Unfortunately, their next game (they 

were sure they could win) against Rowhedge , was postponed due to a supposedly 
‘waterlogged pitch’! Our boys reckon they were frightened to play our rejuvenated squad! Marc Brown 2 goals 

 V Barnston 


